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Ayn Rand here sets forth the moral principles of Objectivism, the philosophy that holds human

lifeâ€”the life proper to a rational beingâ€”as the standard of moral values and regards altruism as

incompatible with man's nature, with the creative requirements of his survival, and with a free

society. More than 1 million copies sold!
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To some of the people who have written previously striving to stain Ayn Rand and Objectivism with

examples of brutal acts, it would be a good idea to at least have the decency to actually read The

Virtue of Selfishness so they would know what they are talking about, because as is, they only

stand out as examples of people talking about a subject they know nothing about. Even more the

posted review from the Library Journal, which heads the page, is a highly prejudicial piece of work

that only exhibits the author's emotional feelings and distaste for Ayn Rand and Objectivism. Full of

sharply pointed adjectives like "outlandish" and "sadly dated" and "mutant symptoms" the author

fails to offer factual evidence to make his claim, and in other instances, such as his claim that Rand

advocated "the rights of the individual at the expense of the community" was completely

mistaken.Without a doubt, this is a forum of opinions and one has to expect a wide variety of

different views from all types of people. But I would expect  to follow a higher standard when posting

comments by media sources such as Library Journal. If you are going to post something from a

media source, at least post an articulate and well-informed piece instead of a highly prejudicial post,

filled with the author's ungrounded opinions divorced from facts.In the early sixties, when The Virtue



of Selfishness hit the market, it was one of the first book-form expositions of Objectivism. True to

form, in the introduction to the book, Ayn Rand defines a new concept of egoism and points out that

her definition of selfishness, or rational self-interest, differs radically from the common usage of the

term.

I am writing, ostensibly, to provide you with some information regarding the book, in order that you

may make a more rational decision as to whether you will purchase it.Rand is often provocative, and

mention of her/and or her philosophy can create instant dichotomies. I will not, in this review,

critique the ideational content of her work. I offer this review with some "objective", pardon the pun,

criticism.1. This work offers a concise, fairly complete philosophy (which you may or may not agree

with), from the essential and foundational steps, to their eventual results in daily life. This

complete-package approach is an interesting window into her philosophy. Several issues could

have been explored in more detail surely, but this collection of essays acts primarily to spark

thinking on behalf of the reader.2. Her philosophy is a shocking alternative to the present implicity

accepted norms in society. Her counter-arguments to both traditional and contemporary systems of

ethics are interesting and worth consideration, even if you eventually endeavour to refute them.3.

This work presents profound ideas in rather straightforward text. Topics include: ethics metaphysics

politics values comments on contemporary trends in philosophy comments on ethical relativism4.

This work provides some insight into the breadth and depth which simple assumptions may have on

daily life. Rands ideas, and those she illustrates for purposes of refutation, are extrapolated from

basic intellectual concepts to day-to-day effects on human life. This concept-to-consequence style

of writing offers a holistic perspective that can easily be applied to the work of other philosophers.
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